A review of photoradiation therapy in the management of central nervous system tumours.
Photoradiation therapy depends on the selective retention of a photosensitizer within the tumour followed by activation of the sensitizer by irradiating the tumour with light of the appropriate wavelength. The present methods of treatment of cerebral glioma are inadequate and the possible benefit of utilizing photoradiation therapy to obtain improved local control of the tumour has been studied in the laboratory and in clinical trials. The biological basis for photoradiation therapy and the laboratory studies and clinical trials involving the use of photoradiation therapy to treat cerebral tumours are discussed.